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METHOD FOR ALIGNING A PHASE
RETARDATION PLATE WITH A DISPLAY
PANEL

BACKGROUND

An embodiment of the present invention relates to a
method for aligning a phase retardation plate with a display
panel.

Stereoscopic display has become a key trend in today’s
display industry. Generally speaking, a 3D image is created
by application of parallax principles, wherein the left eye of a
viewer receives only a left-eye image and his/her right eye
receives only a right-eye image. Here, the left-eye and right-
eye images are a pair of stereoscopic images with a parallax.

Serial /O mode is one of the ways to achieve stereoscopic
images, wherein at a first moment, a left-eye image is pro-
vided and can be seen only by the left eye of a viewer, and at
a second moment, a right-eye image is provided and can be
seen only by the right eye. Due to the retinal afterimage, the
viewer feels like see both the left-image and right-eye image
at the second frame, thus resulting in a three-dimensional
image in the viewer’s brain.

Parallel I/O mode is another way to achieve stereoscopic
images, wherein at the same frame, a part of pixels are set to
display a right-eye image and another part of pixels to display
a left-eye image. By using a grating or polarized glasses, the
right-eye image can be seen only by the right eye of a viewer,
and the left-eye image can be seen only by the left eye, hence
resulting in a three-dimensional image in the viewer’s brain.

Stereoscopic image display device using polarized glasses
has become a mainstream technology in today’s display
industry, wherein a phase retardation plate is provided at the
front surface of'a display panel, so as to adjust the polarization
direction of emitted light. The phase retardation plate can be
a risen phase retardation plate or a liquid crystal cell, or any
other components for adjusting the polarization direction of
light emitted from different parts of pixels. FIG. 1 is a sche-
matic diagram of the principle of an existing 3D display
technology. As shown in FIG. 1, there are, in front of the
viewer, from the distant to the near, a display panel 10, a phase
retardation plate 20, an emitted image 30, and a pair of polar-
ized glasses 40. Left-eye images L. and right-eye images R are
displayed alternately on display panel 10. The phase retarda-
tion plate 20 is provided at the front surface of the display
panel 10. Strip-shaped regions with phase retardation of A/2
(M is the wavelength) and zero alternately are provided on the
phase retardation plate 20. In this way, the polarizing direc-
tion of light emitted from the pixels in places corresponding
to the A/2 phase retardation regions will be rotated by 90
degrees. As a result, when a viewer wears the glasses 40
which contains a pair of polarizing filters with orthogonal
polarization directions, light emitted from left-eye pixels is
allowed only to be seen by the left eye, and light emitted from
right-eye pixels is allowed only to be seen by the right eye,
hence experiencing a 3D display image. Optionally, A/4 phase
retardation regions and —A/4 phase retardation regions can be
alternately provided on a phase retardation plate, so as to
produce left-handed and right-handed circularly polarized
light. In this case, a viewer can see a 3D image with glasses
containing different circular polarizing filters (not shown in
FIG. 1).

In the above-described 3D display technology, it is of vital
importance to align the phase retardation plate 20 with the
display panel 10. If any large misalignments exist, light emit-
ted from left-eye pixels is for example turned into polarized
light with orthogonal or opposite polarization directions after
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passing the phase retardation plate 20, resulting the left-eye
images can be seen by both eyes. More severely, the left-eye
images can only be seen by the right eye, while the right-eye
images can only be seen by the left eye, resulting in serious
image crosstalk and failure of creating a 3D image.

In an existing method of aligning an array substrate with a
color filter substrate, four pairs of alignment marks, which
can be detected by a image pickup device such as CCD image
sensor, are provided on the four corners of both the array
substrate and color filter substrate respectively, so as to assure
the accuracy of the alignment. Since the alignment marks are
formed of a colored metal or a black matrix (BM) mask, it is
quite easy for a CCD image sensor to detect them. However,
since in current stereoscopic display technology, oriented
liquid crystal layer, for example, is often used as a phase
retardation plate, it is improbable for an ordinary CCD image
sensor to detect the structural information of the phase retar-
dation plate, and as a result, impossible to align the phase
retardation plate and a display panel in the way described as
above. In an existing technology, the alignment of a phase
retardation plate and a display panel can also be done manu-
ally, that is, the relative positions of a phase retardation plate
and a display panel can be determined by a person’s eyes,
depending on his/her opinion on whether the 3D display
effect is satisfactory or not. In addition, the screen also needs
to be lightened up during the process. Therefore, such a
manual alignment method is rather inefficient and inaccurate.
It is necessary to develop, according to features of the prod-
ucts and display requirements, a new alignment method with
enhanced accuracy and efficiency.

SUMMARY

An embodiment of the present invention provides a method
for aligning a phase retardation plate with a display panel,
wherein the phase retardation plate has a phase retardation
area comprising a plurality of strip-shaped phase retardation
regions sequentially arranged in a width direction, any two
adjacent strip-shaped phase retardation regions are different
in phase retardation, the display panel has a display area
comprising a plurality of strip-shaped display regions respec-
tively corresponding to the strip-shaped phase retardation
regions of the phase retardation plate and a peripheral region
outside the display area, a first end and a second end, in the
width direction, of the phase retardation area of the phase
retardation plate are correspond respectively to a third end
and a fourth end of the display area of the display panel,
comprising the following steps:

S1: determining the positions of a first reference line on the
phase retardation plate and a second reference line on the
display panel, wherein the first reference line is the central
line between the first and second ends of the phase retardation
area, and the second reference line is the central line between
the third and fourth ends of the display area;

S2: obtaining a positional deviation between the first ref-
erence line and the second reference line by calculation;

S3: adjusting the relative position between the phase retar-
dation plate and the display panel according to the positional
deviation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to clearly illustrate the technical solutions of
embodiments of the present invention, in the following, the
accompanying drawings of the embodiments will be
described briefly; it is obvious that the following description
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of the drawings only relates to some embodiments of the
invention and thus not limitative of the invention.

FIG. 1is a schematic diagram illustrating the display prin-
ciple of an existing 3D display technology.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating the method for aligning a
phase retardation plate with a display panel, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3A is a schematic diagram showing the structure of a
phase retardation plate used in an alignment method in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3B is a schematic diagram showing the structure of
the phase retardation plate of FIG. 3A provided with strip-
shaped positioning regions.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing the structure of a
display panel used in an alignment method in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing the structure of a
display panel used in an alignment method in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram showing the structure of
confirmation marks used in an alignment method in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing the structure of
confirmation marks used in an alignment method in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of a circular polarizing filter
used in an alignment method in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of a CCD image sensor with
a polarized plate used in an alignment method in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 and FIG. 11 are diagrams showing the relationship
between a phase retardation plate and a display panel after
alignment according to an alignment method provided by an
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Inthe following, with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings related to embodiments of the present invention, the
technical solutions of the embodiments will be described in a
clear and fully understandable way; it is obvious that the
described embodiments are just one part but not all of the
embodiments of the invention. Other embodiment(s)
obtained by those skilled in the art, based on embodiments of
the present invention, without any inventive work, all belong
to the protection scope of the present invention.

Anembodiment of the present invention provides a method
for aligning a phase retardation plate with a display panel,
which can considerably improve the accuracy of the align-
ment between the phase retardation plate and the display
panel, hence reducing image crosstalk and achieving better
3D display effect.

FIG. 2 shows a method for aligning a phase retardation
plate with a display panel in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention.

In the embodiment of the present invention, a phase retar-
dation plate 1103 is used, as shown in FIG. 3A, with a phase
retardation area A comprising a plurality of strip-shaped
phase retardation regions of equal width. The length of the
strip-shaped phase retardation regions is along a horizontal
direction, and their width is along a vertical direction. The
strip-shaped phase retardation regions are adjacent to each
other along the vertical direction, and any two adjacent strips
have different phase retardation. For example, strip-shaped
phase retardation regions with phase retardation of A/4 and
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strip-shaped phase retardation regions with phase retardation
of =A/4 are alternately provided along the vertical direction.
The upper end (a first end) and the lower end (a second end)
along the vertical direction of the phase retardation area A are
marked as END1 and END2.

A display panel used in the embodiment of the present
invention, as shown in FIG. 4, includes a display area B and a
peripheral region surrounding the display area B. The display
area B comprises a plurality of strip-shaped display regions,
corresponding respectively to the plural strip-shaped phase
retardation regions of the phase retardation plate 1103. The
upper end (a third end) and the lower end (a fourth end) of the
display area B of the display panel 1105 are marked as END
3 and END 4, which correspond respectively to the upper end
END1 and the lower end END2 of the phase retardation area
A of the phase retardation plate 1103.

Referring to FIG. 2 to FIG. 4 the alignment method
includes the following steps:

S1: determining the positions of a first reference line RLL1
of'the phase retardation plate and a second reference line R[.2
of'the display panel, wherein the first reference line R.1 is the
central line between the first end END1 and the second end
END2 of the phase retardation area A, and the second refer-
ence line is the central line between the third end END 3 and
the fourth end END 4 of the display area B.

S2: obtaining the positional deviation between the first
reference line RL1 and the second reference line RL2.

S3: adjusting the position of the phase retardation plate or
the display panel according to the positional deviation, so as
to align the phase retardation plate with the display panel.

By using the alignment method in accordance with the
embodiment of the present invention, the accuracy of the
alignment between the phase retardation plate and the display
panel can be considerably improved, hence achieving better
3D display effect by avoid the left and right image crosstalk.

By adjusting the relative positions of the phase retardation
plate and the display panel according to the positional devia-
tion between the horizontal center line of the phase retarda-
tion area A of the phase retardation plate and the horizontal
center line of the display area B of the display panel, the
alignment deviation can be reduced to a minimum, hence
ensuring high accuracy in alignment.

With reference to FIG. 8 and FIG. 9, a method for deter-
mining the position of the first reference line RLL1 on the
phase retardation plate 1103, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention, will be described in the follow-
ing.

The coordinates of the first reference line RL1 can be
determined by, for example, a CCD image sensor for polar-
ized light, as it can detect the alternately bright and dark
stripes corresponding to different strip-shaped phase retarda-
tion regions of the phase retardation plate 1103.

The CCD image sensor for polarized light described as
above can be obtained by adding an auxiliary device such as
a circular polarizing filter on an ordinary CCD image sensor.
The CCD image sensor for polarized light can identify bright
and dark stripes corresponding to strip-shaped phase retarda-
tion regions of a phase retardation plate by receiving polar-
ized light passing through the circular polarizing filter such as
a polarizing filter for left-hand or right-handed circularly
polarized light.

The circular polarizing filter can also be formed by a linear
polarizing plate and a A/4 wave plate (A is the wavelength of
the light to be imaged), wherein the angle between the polar-
ization direction of the linear polarizing plate and the optical
axis of the A/4 wave plate is set at 45 degrees.
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As shown in FIG. 8, the auxiliary device may also adopt a
cholesterin liquid crystal layer 1001 in planar texture state.
When an incident light beam (as shown by an asterisk) enters
the cholesterin liquid crystal layer 1001, due to the circular
dichroism of the cholesterin liquid crystal layer, a circularly
polarized component (as shown by a counter-clockwise
circle) is absorbed, and the other circularly polarized compo-
nent (as shown by a clockwise circle) is allowed to pass
through it.

As shown in FIG. 9, the operating principle of the CCD
image sensor for polarized light, which can identify different
strip-shaped phase retardation regions of a phase retardation
plate, is described, for example, as follows.

Natural light (as shown by an asterisk) is converted into
circularly polarized light (as shown by a counter-clockwise
circle), after passing through the circular polarizing filter
1102. The circularly polarized light is further converted into
two orthogonal linearly polarized components (as shown by a
point circle and a double-headed arrow) after passing through
different first and second strip-shaped phase retardation
regions of the phase retardation plate 1103. One of the lin-
early polarized light components (as shown by a point circle),
for example, having a polarization direction parallel to the
absorption axis of upper polarizer 1104 provided on the dis-
play panel 1105 is absorbed completely. Hence, a dark strip
corresponding to the first strip-shaped phase retardation
region is seen by the CCD image sensor 1101. Another lin-
early polarized light component (as shown by a double-
headed arrow) having a polarization direction parallel to the
transmission axis of the upper polarizer 1104 provided on the
display panel 1105 is allowed to pass through the upper
polarizer 1104, keep its polarized direction after being
reflected by the display panel 1105, pass through the upper
polarizer 1104 again, returns to the circularly polarized light
after passing the phase retardation plate 1103, and finally pass
through the circular polarizing filter 1102. Hence, a bright
strip corresponding to the second strip-shaped phase retarda-
tion region is seen by the CCD image sensor 1101. In this
case, the CCD image sensor 1101 is capable of seeing alter-
nately bright and dark strips corresponding to the first and
second strip-shaped phase retardation regions of the phase
retardation plate 1103.

Therefore, by using the CCD image sensor for polarized
light, itis possible to measure and calculate the coordinates of
the first reference line RLL1 of the phase retardation area A of
the phase retardation plate 1103.

Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 3A, the step of determining
the position of the first reference line on the phase retardation
plate can be performed to comprise the following steps.

Providing strip-shaped positioning regions (as shown by
thick horizontal black stripes in FIG. 3B), which are of a
width greater than the strip-shaped phase retardation regions,
at the upper end END1 and the lower end END2 of the phase
retardation area A of the phase retardation plate 1103; and
detecting the positions of the strip-shaped positioning regions
and calculate the position of the first reference line on the
phase retardation plate.

In an embodiment, the strip-shaped positioning region pro-
vided at the upper end END1 has a phase retardation different
from the strip-shaped phase retardation region adjacent
thereto (i.e., the uppermost strip-shaped phase retardation
region in the phase retardation area A); and the strip-shaped
positioning region provided at the lower end END2 has a
phase retardation different from the strip-shaped phase retar-
dation region adjacent thereto (i.e., the bottommost strip-
shaped phase retardation region in the phase retardation area
A). Strip-shaped positioning regions, provided at the upper
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end END1 and the lower end END2 of phase retardation plate
1103, with a width larger than the strip-shaped phase retar-
dation regions, are mainly used for aligning a phase retarda-
tion plate with a display panel, especially for controlling their
alignment in the vertical direction, so as to reduce the align-
ment deviation in this direction to a minimum.

By using a image sensor such as the CCD image sensor for
polarized light described as above, the positions of the strip-
shaped horizontal positioning regions provided horizontally
at the upper and lower ends of the phase retardation area A of
the phase retardation plate is detected, and the position of the
first reference line on the phase retardation plate can be
obtained by calculation. As illustrated above with reference to
FIG. 8 and F1G. 9, a CCD image sensor for polarized light can
detect bright and dark strips correspond to, for example,
different strip-shaped phase retardation regions composed of
liquid crystal domains with different orientations; thus it can
capture the coordinates of the first reference line on the phase
retardation plate.

Alternatively, the step of determining the position of the
first reference line on the phase retardation plate can be per-
formed to comprise the following steps:

Providing phase retardation marks at regions of the phase
retardation plate outside the phase retardation area A and
corresponding to the four corners or center points of the
vertical or horizontal lines of the phase retardation area A;
detecting the positions of the phase retardation marks; and
calculating the position of the first reference line on the phase
retardation plate. By using the phase retardation marks
described as above, the position of the first reference line on
the phase retardation plate can be determined with greater
accuracy.

The phase retardation marks and the strip-shaped position-
ing regions, for example, can be formed of the same material
and by the same process as the phase retardation area A of the
phase retardation plate. The phase retardation marks can be
formed of photopolymerizable liquid crystal with two difter-
ent domains. A bright-dark pattern of the phase retardation
marks can be detected by a CCD image sensor for polarized
light, so as to determine the coordinates of the center posi-
tions of the phase retardation marks.

As shown in FIG. 4, the step S2 of determining the position
of'the second reference line on the display panel, for example,
includes the following steps:

Providing alignment marks 601, horizontally or vertically,
on at least two corners of the peripheral region outside the
display area B of the display panel; detecting the positions of
the alignment marks 601 by using a image pickup such as a
CCD image sensor. Since the distance between the alignment
marks 601 and the second reference line RL2 is known in
advance, the position of the second reference line R[.2 on the
display panel can be determined by calculation.

In order to more accurately determine the position of the
starting point for the alignment and bonding between the
phase retardation plate and the display panel, alignment
marks 601 can be provided on the display panel. Since the
phase retardation plate and the display panel are aligned
single-sidedly, the alignment marks can be made of the same
material as the black matrix (BM) 602, in the form of a cross
or any other form.

Alternatively, the step of determining the position of the
second reference line RI.2 on the display panel can include
the following steps:

Providing alignment marks in the peripheral region outside
the display area B of the display panel and corresponding to
the position of the second reference line RL.2; detecting the
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positions of the alignment marks and determining the posi-
tion of the second reference line R1.2 on the display panel.

Alternatively, after the step S3, the alignment method, for
example, further include the following steps:

Uniformly providing one or more confirmation mark(s)
along two vertical lines or two horizontal lines, outside the
display area of the display panel, correspond(s) respectively
to the boundary line(s) between any two adjacent strip-shaped
phase retardation regions of the phase retardation plate;
assessing the accuracy of the alignment between the display
panel and the phase retardation plate by the confirmation
mark(s), and deciding whether the alignment is within an
acceptable range or not.

Alternatively, the confirmation mark(s) may be made of
metals, for example, the material of the gate line or data line
of the display panel.

The confirmation mark(s) is/are provided in the peripheral
region of the display panel, far away from the display area,
and can be aligned with the phase retardation plate directly.
Since the place for the confirmation mark(s) tends to be
blocked by the black matrix (BM), it is necessary to form via
hole(s) in the region(s) of BM corresponding to the confir-
mation mark(s), so as to facilitate the measurement of accu-
racy.

Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 5, the step of uniformly
providing one or more confirmation mark(s) along two ver-
tical lines or two horizontal lines outside the display area of
the display panel can include the following steps:

Uniformly providing one or more via hole(s) 701 along the
two vertical lines or two horizontal lines outside the display
area of the display panel, correspond(s) respectively to the
boundary line(s) between any two adjacent strip-shaped
phase retardation regions of the phase retardation plate, plac-
ing the confirmation mark(s) respectively within via hole(s)
701.

The confirmation mark(s) is/are for example (a) scale
mark(s), as shown in FIG. 6. The step of assessing the accu-
racy of the alignment between the display panel and the phase
retardation plate by the confirmation mark(s), for example,
comprises calculating the positional deviation of the bound-
ary line(s) between two adjacent strip-shaped phase retarda-
tion regions of the phase retardation plate by using the scale
mark(s).

The confirmation mark(s) is/are scale mark(s) capable of
indicating error values. Its minimum graduation and range
can be adjusted according to different requirements of align-
ment accuracy.

The confirmation marks(s) is/are, for example, multiple
groups of parallel slits of different widths, as shown in FIG. 7.
The step of assessing the accuracy of the alignment between
the display panel and the phase retardation plate by the con-
firmation mark(s), for example, comprises comparing the
boundary lines between any two adjacent phase retardation
regions of the phase retardation plate with the multiple groups
of parallel slits of different widths.

If all the boundary lines between any two adjacent phase
retardation regions of the phase retardation plate correspond
to the slits of the smallest width, it means that the display
panel and the phase retardation plate have been aligned with
the greatest accuracy. Otherwise, they have been aligned with
low accuracy.

In the step S2 shown in FIG. 2, the positional deviation
between phase retardation plate 1103 and display panel 1105
is obtained, according to the coordinates of the positions of
the first reference line RL1 and the second reference line RL2.
In the step S3 shown in FIG. 2, for example, the relative
position between the phase retardation plate 1103 and the
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display panel 1105 is adjusted according to the positional
deviation obtained in the step S2 and by using the confirma-
tion mark(s) 701 on display panel 1105. For example, in the
case of a fixed phase retardation plate 1103 and a display
panel 1105 on a movable carrier, the alignment and bonding
of'the phase retardation plate 1103 and the display panel 1105
can be achieved by moving the display panel 1105 on the
movable carrier and by using the confirmation mark(s) 701.

In an example, as shown in FIG. 10 and FIG. 11, the
horizontal length of the display area of display panel 1105 is
marked as “a”; the horizontal length of upper polarizer 1104
is marked as “b”; and the horizontal length of the phase
retardation plate 1103 is marked as “c”. To ensure satisfactory
3D display effect, it is necessary to keep b>c>a; namely, the
size of the upper polarizer 1104 is larger than that of the
display area of display panel 1105, and the size of the phase
retardation plate 1103 attached to the upper polarizer 1104 is
larger than that of the display area of the display panel 1105
but smaller than the upper polarizer 1104.

Although the phase retardation plate comprising a plurality
of horizontal strip-shaped phase retardation regions and a
display panel comprising a plurality of horizontal strip-
shaped display regions are adopted, as an example, to illus-
trate the embodiments of the present invention in the above
description, it should be understood that the alignment
method provided by the embodiments of the present inven-
tion can also be used to align a phase retardation plate com-
prising a plurality of vertical strip-shaped phase retardation
regions with a display panel comprising a plurality of vertical
strip-shaped display regions.

The method for aligning a phase retardation plate with a
display panel according to the embodiments of the present
invention can considerably improve the accuracy of the align-
ment between the phase retardation plate and the display
panel, hence reducing image crosstalk and achieve better 3D
display effect.

According to the description above, embodiments of the
present invention can provide at least the following methods:

(1) A method for aligning a phase retardation plate with a
display panel, wherein the phase retardation plate has a phase
retardation area comprising a plurality of strip-shaped phase
retardation regions sequentially arranged in a width direction,
any two adjacent strip-shaped phase retardation regions are
different in phase retardation, the display panel has a display
area comprising a plurality of strip-shaped display regions
respectively corresponding to the strip-shaped phase retarda-
tion regions of the phase retardation plate and a peripheral
region outside the display area, a first end and a second end,
in the width direction, of the phase retardation area of the
phase retardation plate are correspond respectively to a third
end and a fourth end of the display area of the display panel,
comprising the following steps:

S1: determining the positions of a first reference line on the
phase retardation plate and a second reference line on the
display panel, wherein the first reference line is the central
line between the first and second ends of the phase retardation
area, and the second reference line is the central line between
the third and fourth ends of the display area;

S2: obtaining a positional deviation between the first ref-
erence line and the second reference line by calculation;

S3: adjusting the relative position between the phase retar-
dation plate and the display panel according to the positional
deviation.

(2) The method in accordance with (1), wherein the step of
determining the position of the first reference line on the
phase retardation plate includes the following steps:
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detecting the position of the first reference line on the phase
retardation plate by using an image pickup together with a
circular polarizing filter and a linear polarizing plate, wherein
the circular polarizing filter is provided between the phase
retardation plate and the image picker, and the linear polar-
izing plate is provided between the phase retardation and the
display panel.

(3) The method in accordance with (1) or (2), wherein the
step of determining the position of the first reference line on
the phase retardation plate includes the following steps:

providing a first strip-shaped positioning region and a sec-
ond strip-shaped positioning region at the first and the second
ends of the phase retardation area of the phase retardation
plate, wherein, the first and second strip-shaped positioning
regions are of widths larger than the strip-shaped phase retar-
dation regions, and each of the first and second strip-shaped
positioning regions is different in phase retardation from the
strip-shaped phase retardation region adjacent thererto;

obtaining the position of the first reference line on the
phase retardation plate, based on the positions of the first and
second strip-shaped positioning region.

(4) The method in accordance with (1) or (2), wherein the
step of determining the position of the first reference line on
the phase retardation plate includes the following steps:

providing a phase retardation mark for indicating the posi-
tion of the first reference line, on the phase retardation plate;
detecting the positions of the phase retardation mark and
obtaining the position of the first reference line by calcula-
tion.

(5) The method in accordance with (1) or (2), wherein the
step of determining the position of the second reference line
on the display panel includes the following steps:

providing alignment marks on at least two corners of the
peripheral region of the display panel; detecting the positions
of the alignment marks and obtaining the position of the
second reference line on the display panel by calculation.

(6) The method in accordance with (1) or (2), wherein the
step of determining the position of the second reference line
on the display panel includes the following steps:

providing an alignment mark in the peripheral region of the
display panel, wherein the alignment mark corresponds to the
second reference line; detecting the position of the alignment
marks and directly obtaining the position of the second ref-
erence line on the display panel.

(7) The method in accordance with (1), further comprising
the following steps:

S4: providing a confirmation mark in the peripheral region
of the display panel, wherein the confirmation mark corre-
sponds to a boundary line between two adjacent strip-shaped
phase retardation regions of the phase retardation plate;

SS5: assessing alignment accuracy between the display
panel and the phase retardation plate by using the confirma-
tion mark; and adjusting the position of the phase retardation
plate or the display panel based on the alignment accuracy.

(8) The method in accordance with (7), wherein the step S4
includes the following steps:

providing a via hole in the peripheral region of the display
panel, wherein the via hole corresponds to the boundary line
between the two adjacent strip-shaped phase retardation
regions of the phase retardation plate; and placing the confir-
mation mark within the via hole.

(9) The method in accordance with (7), wherein the con-
firmation mark is a scale mark, and the step S5 includes
assessing the alignment accuracy by measuring the deviation
between the scale mark and the boundary line between the
two adjacent strip-shaped phase retardation regions of the
phase retardation plate.

10

(10) The method in accordance with (8), wherein the con-
firmation marks include multiple groups of parallel slits of
different widths, and the step S5 includes assessing the align-
ment accuracy by comparing the boundary lines between the

5 two adjacent phase retardation regions of the phase retarda-
tion plate with the slits of different widths.

(11) The method in accordance with (10), wherein the
confirmation mark includes two groups of parallel slits of
different widths.

10 Although the present invention has been described in con-
siderable detail with reference to particular embodiments
thereof, some modifications or improvements can also be
made on the basis of the present invention, which is evident to
those skilled in the art. Therefore, the modifications or

15 improvements, which are made without departing from the
spirit of the present invention, all belong to the protection
scope of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for aligning a phase retardation plate with a

20 display panel, wherein the phase retardation plate has a phase
retardation area comprising a plurality of strip-shaped phase
retardation regions sequentially arranged in a width direction,
any two adjacent strip-shaped phase retardation regions are
different in phase retardation, the display panel has a display

25 area comprising a plurality of strip-shaped display regions
respectively corresponding to the strip-shaped phase retarda-
tion regions of the phase retardation plate and a peripheral
region outside the display area, a first end and a second end,
in the width direction, of the phase retardation area of the

30 phase retardation plate are correspond respectively to a third
end and a fourth end of the display area of the display panel,
comprising the following steps:

S1: determining the positions of a first reference line on the

phase retardation plate and a second reference line on

35 the display panel, wherein the first reference line is the

central line between the first and second ends of the
phase retardation area, and the second reference line is
the central line between the third and fourth ends of the
display area, wherein the step of determining the posi-
40 tions of the first reference line on the phase retardation
plate is performed by using a CCD image sensor for
polarized light which is capable of detecting alternately
bright and dark stripes corresponding to the respective
strip-shaped phase retardation regions of the phase retar-

45 dation plate;

S2: obtaining a positional deviation between the first ref-

erence line and the second reference line by calculation;

S3: adjusting the relative position between the phase retar-

dation plate and the display panel according to the posi-

50 tional deviation, so as to align the phase retardation plate

with the display panel, wherein the CCD image sensor
for polarized light comprises a image pickup device, a
circular polarizing filter and a linear polarizing plate,
wherein the circular polarizing filter is provided
55 between the phase retardation plate and the image
picker, and the linear polarizing plate is provided
between the phase retardation and the display panel.

2. The method in accordance with claim 1, wherein the step
of determining the position of the first reference line on the

60 phase retardation plate includes the following steps:

providing a first strip-shaped positioning region at the first

end of the phase retardation area of the phase retardation
plate, and a second strip-shaped positioning region at the
second end of the phase retardation area of the phase

65 retardation plate, wherein, the first and second strip-

shaped positioning regions are of widths larger than the
strip-shaped phase retardation regions, and each of the
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first and second strip-shaped positioning regions is dif-
ferent in phase retardation from the strip-shaped phase
retardation region adjacent thereto;

obtaining the position of the first reference line on the

phase retardation plate based on the positions of the first
and second strip-shaped positioning regions detected by
using the CCD image sensor for polarized light.

3. The method in accordance with claim 1, wherein the step
of determining the position of the first reference line on the
phase retardation plate includes the following steps:

providing a phase retardation mark for indicating the posi-

tion of the first reference line, on the phase retardation
plate; detecting the position of the phase retardation
mark by using the CCD image sensor for polarized light
and obtaining the position of the first reference line by
calculation.

4. The method in accordance with claim 1, wherein the step
of'determining the position of the second reference line on the
display panel includes the following steps:

providing alignment marks on at least two corners of the

peripheral region of the display panel; detecting the
positions of the alignment marks and obtaining the posi-
tion of the second reference line on the display panel by
calculation.

5. The method in accordance with claim 1, wherein the step
of'determining the position of the second reference line on the
display panel includes the following steps:

providing an alignment mark in the peripheral region of the

display panel, wherein the alignment mark corresponds
to the second reference line; detecting the position of the
alignment marks and directly obtaining the position of
the second reference line on the display panel.

6. The method in accordance with claim 1, further com-
prising the following steps:

10
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S4: providing a confirmation mark in the peripheral region
of the display panel, wherein the confirmation mark
corresponds to a boundary line between two adjacent
strip-shaped phase retardation regions of the phase retar-
dation plate.

S5: assessing alignment accuracy between the display
panel and the phase retardation plate by using the con-
firmation mark; and adjusting the position of the phase
retardation plate or the display panel based on the align-
ment accuracy.

7. The method in accordance with claim 6, wherein the step

S4 includes the following steps:

providing a via hole in the peripheral region of the display
panel, wherein the via hole corresponds to the boundary
line between the two adjacent strip-shaped phase retar-
dationregions of the phase retardation plate, wherein the
confirmation mark is provided within the via hole.

8. The method in accordance with claim 7, wherein the
confirmation mark is a scale mark, and the step S5 includes
assessing the alignment accuracy by measuring the deviation
between the scale mark and the boundary line between the
two adjacent strip-shaped phase retardation regions of the
phase retardation plate.

9. The method in accordance with claim 7, wherein the
confirmation marks include multiple groups of parallel slits
of different widths, and the step S5 includes assessing the
alignment accuracy by comparing the boundary lines
between the two adjacent phase retardation regions of the
phase retardation plate with the slits of different widths.

10. The method in accordance with claim 9, wherein the
confirmation mark includes two groups of parallel slits of
different widths.



